Nívea Ortiz Montañez
She was born in San Juan, Puerto Rico. She earned her Bachelor of Fine Arts, with a concentration in Illustration, from the Pratt Institute in New York.

She began her professional career at the newspaper El Nuevo Día, illustrating editorial articles across a variety of sections. She also contributed to the University of Puerto Rico's Diálogo newspaper and to the fashion magazine Caras, among others.

Her art has been distinguished in the world of children's and educational illustration. She has had the distinction of illustrating more than 25 books for children. Her clients include Simon & Schuster, Penguin Random House, Editorial de la UPR, Ediciones SM, Ediciones Santillana, Alfaguara Infantil Juvenil, Ediciones Norte, and Little Boricuas.

Her work has been recognized by The Society of Illustrators, New York; The Society of Newspaper Design; The Publishers Association of the West; the Asociación de Fotoperiodistas de Puerto Rico; and the International Latino Book Awards.

She has taken part in several group exhibitions, including 222 Balance, Armonía, Colaboración, La Lineal Art Gallery Puerto Rico, Puerto Rican Women in Arts, El Schomburg in Chicago, Fem Force at the Museo de Arte de Puerto Rico, and Women Who Draw in Rhode Island.

You can follow her work at www.niveaortiz.com and on Instagram at @nivea_ortiz.

In the mornings, she likes to walk her dog through the park and talk to the flamboyán tree.

