Zulma Ayes Santiago
She is a full professor in the Department of Modern Languages at the Metropolitan Campus of the UIPR. In 2014, she founded the Cuentacuentos Inter Metro reading promotion and storytelling workshop. She has published 29 books for children and young people since 2003.

According to literature specialist Jaime García Padrino in the Diccionario de autores latinoamericanos de literatura infantil y juvenil (Fundación SM, Madrid, 2010): "Zulma Ayes creates wonderful works of realistic fiction and historical fiction. She backs up her work with thorough research into the subjects she addresses in her writing. With wit and great insight, Ayes crafts texts that delight young readers while inviting them to discover the world around them (119-121)."

Her young adult novel El Marqués de La Esperanza (Ediciones SM, 2010) was a finalist for the 1st Barco de Vapor Award in 2007. Canito, el murciélago pescador (SM, 2014) was illustrated by Roberto Silva Ortiz. El arbolito del cerro and El Querequequé llega a CASA (Santillana, 2010), illustrated by Boricua Rivera, were donated by the author, illustrator, and publisher for environmental projects. The same is true of Cuentos del Caño, co-authored with Georgina Lázaro León (Santillana, 2007). This book contains two stories illustrated by Ricardo Rossi and Boricua Rivera and includes a song written by Ayes, with music by violinist Miguelón Rodríguez. Behind this book lies a hopeful story of solidarity and shared goodwill: Santillana donated two thousand copies for every boy and girl in the elementary schools of the Caño.

This year, 2025, the Department of Education selected her as the honored writer for the Fiesta de la Lengua, celebrated in schools throughout Puerto Rico. Drawing on readings of her work and the study of her biography, students from Kindergarten to 12th grade took part with their own creations in competitions for posters, literary genres, storytelling, public speaking, and trova.

She completed her doctorate (Ph.D.) at the Universidad Nacional Autónoma de México (UNAM). Since the beginning of her literary career, raising awareness of Puerto Rico's biodiversity — and the need to protect it — has become a commitment that is both an ethical and aesthetic responsibility toward the environment and toward children's and young adult literature in Puerto Rico.

Visit her author page: zulmaayes.com

